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reemitted radiation produced during the treatment of material by means of laser light is 
transmitted to a detector via a transmission system for the laser light. The detector determines the 
intensity of the reemitted radiation. Such a laser system can successfully be used for minimizing 
unintentional tissue damage, since the laser power is controlled automatically via the detection of 
the intensity of the reemitted radiation. 

Regarding German patent DE 19729978 Al, Applicant submits the following as a 
concise statement of the relevance of that document: The document describes a device for joining 
two light guides or bundles for communications links. The device accepts the ends of both light 
guides or bundles in receiving sockets. Each socket and the resulting ends of the guides or 
bundles have a common, flatly ground, butt end. Both receiving sockets and the resulting ends of 
conductors or bundles are held together at the butt ends by means of the enclosing clamping 
collar, coaxial to each and contacting each other under pressure. The clamping collar has one 
end axially supported by the receiving socket. The other end, by a fixing connection from the 
bayonet, screw, clip or other connection, the other receiving socket is held, and can be released. 

Regarding German patent DE 4013455 Al, Applicant submits the following as a concise 
statement of the relevance of that document: The documents describes an optical plug element 
and method for producing it. The optical plug element comprises a small tube, in the central 
bore of which an optical fibre is secured in such a way that a section of the optical fibre projects 
from the small tube with a precurved end face. Such a plug element is rendered simple to 
produce and mechanically resistant owing to the fact that the optical fibre is bonded in the central 
bore of the small tube via a capillary gap which is dimensioned such that in the liquid state the 
bonding agent can be drawn by capillary forces. 

Regarding German patent DE 4216254 C2, Applicant submits the following as a concise 
statement of the relevance of that document: The document describes a light guide for an 
irradiation device for medical and/or dental applications. The light guide includes a flexible 
central piece at one end of which a connecting piece and at the other end of which a gripping 
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piece with a light emergence part are arranged. For creation of a light guide whose gripping 
piece can be assembled and disassembled repeatedly in a simple manner and which at the same 
time permits constant emergence of radiation in every position, a connecting sleeve interacting 
with an annular groove in the gripping piece is firmly fitted on the end of the central piece at the 
side of the gripping piece, the connecting sleeve and the annular groove being in releasable 
engagement via spherical locking elements, and the connecting sleeve and the connecting parts 
being centered with respect to their axes via the locking elements. 

Regarding German patents DE10106297A1, DE19629646C2, DE19534590A1, and 
DE69229128T2, Applicant has cited U.S. patent documents, 2004/0037498, 6,092,722, and 
6,086,366, and PCT patent document WO 93/21841 that relate to those German patents, 
respectively. Applicant submits that those related documents include a disclosure similar to the 
corresponding German patents and provide an explanation of the relevance of the subject matter 
of those German patents. 

Applicant has attached an English language translation of German patent G9013085.5. 

The citation of this information does not constitute an admission of priority or that any 
cited item is available as a reference, or a waiver of any right the applicant may have under 
applicable statutes, Rules of Practice in patent cases, or otherwise. 
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